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swine, by suggesting that God glutted them on this earth and
offered them no hope of immortality. He then states concisely
his fundamental view of the relation between the Old and New
Testaments: cThe covenant made with all the Fathers is so far
from differing from ours in reality and substance that it is
altogether one and the same: yet the economy differs,'1
Having said this, he sets out on a detailed exposition of his theme,
undertaking to prove that (a) the hope of immortality was granted
to the Jews, (b) this covenant was founded only on God's mercy,
and (c) the Jews had Christ as their Mediator and knew Him as
such, thus being united to God. The first proposition is established
by numerous quotations from the Old Testament, and some from
the New, designed to show that patriarchs, prophets, priests, and
people in Old Testament times were promised blessings which
cannot have been meant to be terminated at death, and were
solaced in their hours of trouble and difficulty by the hope of a
blessed immortality; the most conclusive passage of all is claimed
to be that where Job says: 4I know that my redeemer liveth.'
Of Calvin's argument here it is perhaps fair to remark that
although in fact the exegesis of Servetus and the Anabaptists is
now known to have been more accurate than that of Calvin in
its general outlines on this particular point, and although Calvin
was especially mistaken in the meaning of 'I know that my
redeemer liveth5, he here had the support of almost all expositors
whether of the Roman or of the Reformed persuasion. He proves
his last two propositions at much smaller length, because, as he
says, there is much less dispute about them. This closes the chapter
on 'the likeness between the Old and New Testaments'
(Chapter X).
The next chapter is devoted to cthe difference of one Testament
from the other'. It begins by asserting that the differences
which exist belong to the category of economy, not to that of
substance, and do not in any way affect the vital unity. They are
five in number: (a) The Jews were given the hope of immortality
under the figure of earthly blessings, but now this inferior method
has been superseded;2 the Jews needed the more elementary
method because of their lower stage of development.3 (b) Truth
is exhibited by means of types4 in the Old Testament, as is clearly
1 Patrum omnium foedus adeo substantia et re ipsa nihil a. nostro differt, id unum prorsus
idemque sit. Admrdstratio teamen variat,
2 omisso inferion exercitattonis modo.
3  (ecclesiae Judaeoruni) aetas adkuc puerilis erat.              "                             4